REGISTRATION OF DEEDS (IRELAND) ACT. 



; RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lS July 1862 

COPY “ of the Memorial presented to the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
signed by upwards of 400 Solicitors in Ireland, praying their Lordships to 
bring into immediate operation, and give effect to, the 49th section of the 
Act of the" 1 3th & 14th years of Victoria, c. 72, relative to Registration 
of Deeds in Ireland 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, \ 
2!) July 1862 . J 



F. PEEL. 



To the Lords Commissioners of her Majesty's Treasury. 



The Memorial of the undersigned, who are either professionally or perso- 
nally interested in the reduction of the charges incidental to Registration 
of Deeds in Ireland, and likewise interested in the advantageous working of 
the Public Registry of Deeds Office. 



OIlUWCLXi, 

That Memorialists and the public, using the Registry of Deeds Office, have 
been paying through three separate channels — stamp duties and fees, which, in 
the aggregate, amount to nearly 20,000 l. per annum. 



1st. That the fees paid in cash amount to 



£. 

- 12,000 



2d. That the stamp duties paid in the offices on searches, 
attested copies, &c. amount to - 
3d. That there are annually registered about 12,000 deeds, 
and on the Memorials of which there is a stamp duty 
of 5 s. paid by the public previous to registry, which 
amount to about ------- 



Amounting in all to - 



£. 20,000 



That it also appears that the working expenses amount annually 

to about --------- 10,000 

Leaving an annual surplus from these three sources of - - 10,000 

The entire of the sum of 20,000 l. is thus paid by the public using the office, 
and is all incidental to Registration of Deeds in Ireland, and would otherwise 
have no existence. , . - a 

That it appears the first of these sources, viz., the cash fees, are of so fluc- 
tuating a nature that they cannot be made available for any sustained perma- 
nent operation, tending to reduce arrears already existing, and the improvement 
of the system, so as to render it advantageous to the public. 

That by an Act of the 13th & 14th Viet., c. 72, s. 49, it is enacted, 

“ That all Memorials and copies to be registered pursuant to this Act, and 
all copies and extracts of or from any of the documents to be deposited in the 
paid Register Office, and all extracts from any cf the indexes to be kepi at the 
~ 4 *o. «■ 51,4 
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said Register Office, and all certificates of the result of searches in the said 
indexes, and all requisitions for such copies, extracts and searches respectively, 
shall be exempt from stamp duty.” 

That though this Act has not come into operation, yet it manifests the inten- 
tion of the Legislature when it was passed, viz., that ail stamp duties affecting 
the registration of assurances, copies of memorials, and searches, should 
cease ; which would have remitted the 2d and 3d heads of revenue in this 
office. 

That the 57th section of the Act of 13 & 14 Viet. c. 72, and the Act of 2 & 3 
Wm. IV. c. 87, give your Lordships power to increase or diminish the fees 
payable “ and to establish any other fees.” 

That Memorialists submit they are manifestly entitled to the remission of 
these stamp duties according to the spirit of the said Act of the 13 & 14 Viet, 
c. 72. 

That Memorialists have heard it is intended to apply to Parliament, in order 
to improve the establishment. 

That though it must be admitted that the arrears of the business require 
energetic measures to bring the office into a proper working condition, yet 
Memorialists submit it is in your Lordships’ power to provide for the most 
enlarged operations and yet relieve Memorialists and the public from a portion 
of the very high expense of the Registry of Deeds Office, which acts as a great 
drawback in the transfer of property. 

That the course Memorialists would recommend is, that your Lordships in 
the next financial arrangements should remit these stamp duties by bringing 
into immediate operation the 49th section of the 13 & 14 Viet. c. 72. 

That the adoption of this suggestion will have the effect of reducing the 
aggregate charge of registry and materially facilitate the transfer of landed 
property, whilst it will not deprive your Lordships of sufficient funds for the 
due discharge of the public business, and benefit Memorialists and tbe public 
at large, and at the same time carry out the intention of the Legislature when 
they passed the Act of 13 & 14 Viet. c. 72. 

Memorialists, therefore, pray your Lordships to bring into immediate 
operation and give effect to the 49th section of the Act of 13 & 14 Viet, 
c. 72, and thus at once decrease the charges attending the Registry of 
Deeds Office to the public, without in any way endangering the funds 
necessary for the ordinary expenses of the establishment. 

(signed) Barrington § Jeffers, 10 Ely-placc. 

And 396 other signatures. 
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